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A Composer and a Poet
Swim With the Fishes

What is the con-
nection be-
tween a parrot
and a parrot-
fish? Officially,
the beak. But
HiaH NOTES the connection
extends further in the fancy of the
composer Bruce Adolphe. Mr.
Adolphe, a lively writer and lecturer
on music, is the proud owner of Polly
Rhythm (as in polyrhythmic mo-
tets), a parrot that sings opera and
jazz. He is also a principal in Polly-
Rhythm Productions.
PollyRhythym's latest project,

“"Oceanophony,’” a multimedla pre-
sentation built around music and po-
etry, will be presented twice on Sat-
urday in the Milstein Hall of Ocean
Life at the American Museum of
Natural History. Mr. Adolphe will
join Kate Light, who wrote the po-
ems, in reading them, and he will
also embark on an unpromising ca-
reer as a rapper in a ditty about
cleaning-fish. (" Parasite accumula-
thon?! Try our acupunctuation./ ... [
can cure life’s allenation/and your
fungal agitation,/ give your health
amplification.")

Parrotfish, having obviously

caught Mr, Adolphe’s imagination,
loom large, with movements titled
“Stoplight Parrotfish™ and “Parrot-
fish Lullaby." Other sea creatures,
including the pufferfish, the octopus
and the seahorse, get only one move-
ment, the sarcastic fringehead
should be grateful to get that.

The punning reaches its depth in
“Caral Music,” with murkily or glit-
teringly rendered tunes from Han-
del’s “'Messiah' (the ' Hallelujah™
chorus, of course) amid a wash of vi-
braphone and piano. Mr. Adolphe’s
music, as agile and colorful as the
creatures it describes, is highly so-
phisticated in a variety of styles,
jazzy and Stravinskian.

This is one of several PollyRhythm
projects carried out in conjunction
with museums and schools, including
“Tyrannosaurus Sue: a Cretacegus

Concerto’ and " Red Dogs and Pink
Skies: & Musical Celebration of Paul
Gauguin." "“Oceanophony’' was first
presented at the Scripps Institution
of Oceanography in La Jolla, Calif.,
last August, and it is to appear at the
Museum of Contemperary Art in La
Jolla on May 16. It is also to be used
in schools in Rye, N.¥_, next month,

At the Museum of Natural History,
it kicks off a series of family pro-
grams this spring. The others — * Ju-
lie and the Wolves' on May 16 and
“Dr. Nebula's Laboratory: Wind and
Water" on May 22 — may have a
hard time matching this one for
sheer entertainment value (painless
education aside).

Mo doubt a video awaits: a do-it-
yoursell double feature with **Find-
ing Nemo."
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The Milstein Hall of Ocean Life at the Museum of Natural History.



